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MOBILE DJ HIRING GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Questions To Consider When Choosing a Mobile Disc Jockey 
 
 
 
 
As the wedding season approaches, the Mid-Columbia Disc Jockey Association has received many 
inquiries from couples in regards to selecting a Mobile DJ for their event.  The MCDJA recommends the 
following guidelines when choosing your entertainer. 

 
 
 

1.  Mobile DJ Pricing – This is often the main question asked by clients.  This should not be your 
most important question asked when contacting a potential DJ for your event.  Many couples 
who are planning their wedding reception often put themselves at risk of having their special day 
turn out being not so special by just trying to save a few hundred dollars. Some couples often 
focus  so  much  on  the  catering,  decorations,  the  décor  and  apparel;  they  overlook  the 
importance of hiring a professional, experienced DJ.  It is a fact that the phrase “you get what 
you pay for” is very true within the mobile entertainment industry.  The MCDJA recommends 
that your selection of a DJ should never be based on lowest price. 

 
2.  Professionals and Amateurs – A professional mobile entertainer is experienced and very 

devoted to this profession, which they operate as a business.   Amateur or “hobby” DJ’s will 
often attempt to attract clients with low pricing and claiming to be the best DJ ever.  They will 
often focus too much on themselves, their equipment, the number of events they do, etc. They 
often do not focus on you or your event.  A professional DJ will focus on all details of your event, 
and how their services and experience will make your event a true success. 

 
3.  Availability – There are often many events happening on the same date as your own. This is 

especially true during the wedding season.  Professional experienced DJ’s are often in high 
demand. You should always attempt to hire your DJ as early as possible, and secure their 
services with a contract and retainer/reservation deposit.  This allows more preparation and 
personal consultations for your event. 

 
4.  Written Contract Agreements – As with any professional business, a professional DJ will 

always provide you with a written contract/performance agreement.  This will contain the date, 
time, and location of your event.  It will also have specific details that you have each discussed 
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during your consultation.   A written contract agreement will avoid miscommunication and 
misunderstandings.  It is also a legal and binding agreement made by both parties and provides 
you with the protection that your event will be performed as planned. 

 
5.  Appearance and Conduct – A professional DJ will appear and act as such.   They will be 

dressed and groomed appropriate for your type of event.  Their equipment and workspace will 
be clean and presentable. A professional DJ will always be polite to your guest and help 
facilitate your event.  Their speech will be appropriate and never in poor taste.  They will always 
pay close attention to your guests and avoid playing inappropriate music which may offend 
some of your guests. 

 
6.  Equipment – Professional DJ’s use professional equipment which is designed for this industry. 

A professional DJ will always use sound and lighting equipment that is the most appropriate for 
your   event.      Professional   and   reliable   equipment,   including   the   routine   preventative 
maintenance is not cheap.  This is true not only for sound and lighting, but even the many types 
of hardware, and even the tape used to secure cables. Cheap DJ’s use cheap equipment.  As 
stated before, you will truly get what you pay for. 

 
7.  Contingency Plans – Professional DJ’s believe in Backup, Backup, Backup.  A professional DJ 

will always have backup replacment equipment on site. This will also include items such as the 
special lamps that are used in lighting fixtures, and parts such as fuses and even tools.  For 
weddings, important songs such as the first dance will always be instantly available on different 
types of media, such as two audio CD’s as well as in digital formats. Even the DJ themselves 
will have a backup ready. Professional DJ’s have trained personnel, associates, and other area 
DJ’s that they network with through professional associations, that can immediately step in if 
needed. Thankfully this rarely happens, but it ensures you that your show will go on. 

 
8.  Professional  Affiliations  –  As  in  most  professions,  professional  DJ’s  have  business 

relationships with other professional DJ’s.   True professional DJ’s are dedicated to maintain 
high standards and services within the mobile entertainment industry in their community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mid-Columbia Disc Jockey Association was formed by a group of local professional mobile 
entertainers.   The Mid-Columbia Disc Jockey Association was formed in 2007 and is the longest 
running association in the Mid-Columbia. 


